THOMAS POINT SHOAL LIGHTHOUSE
Chesapeake Bay

Built and activated in 1875 the light is located off Thomas Point at the mouth of the South River in the
Chesapeake Bay. It was built and activated in 1875 and is currently the last unaltered screw-pile cottage-type
lighthouse on its original foundation in the United States. It was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1975 and afforded National Historic Landmark status in 1999. The work undertaken by Halpern
Architects consisted of its stabilization, restoration, prolonged maintenance and replication and interior design.
The goal was to preserve the facility, returning it to its character as if the early 20t century, and altering it only
as necessary to allow it to be used as an interpretive “limited access” museum while still maintaining its
primary mission as a USCG aid to navigation and NOAA weather station.
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